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The 2017-18 season 3 
Blach sports teams made 
school history this year when 
all four teams, 7th and 8th 
grade boys volleyball & the 
girl’s 7th and 8th grade soccer 
teams, all made the league fi-
nale. This is the first time in 
school history that we have 
achieved this feat. 

For the 7th grade boys 
volleyball team, only 3 play-
ers have played competitively 
beforehand and most haven’t 
touched a volleyball before 
this school year. This is the 
first year these athletes have 
collectively played volleyball 
together. They finished the 
regular season at 6-3, losing 2 

of their first 3 games to Cuper-
tino and Sunnyvale, last year’s 
finalists. 

The first game was against 
the reigning Champs, Cuper-
tino, who they would eventu-
ally play in the finals. They got  
blown out 3 sets to none in 
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On November 9, 2016, 
Republican Donald Trump 
was elected as the 45th pres-
ident of the United States of 
America, defeating Dem-
ocrat Hillary Clinton by a 
margin of 77 electoral votes. 
However, Hillary Clinton 
won the popular vote, getting 
2,868,691 more votes than 
Trump. So, even though 
Donald Trump got elected 
as the president, the majori-
ty of the U.S. did not vote for 
him. This begs the question: 
should we change the way 
that we elect presidents?

To start this debate, we 
have to realize that the rea-
son the electoral college was 
established in the first place: 
to safeguard against unedu-
cated or uninformed voters 
by giving the final power to 
electors, who had the knowl-
edge to make the right deci-
sion. Thus, ensuring that the 
voices of the masses could not 

drown 
o u t 

minority in- terests; 
and forming a compro-

mise between the Congress 
and popular vote determin-
ing the next president. 

However, the former and 
main reason this system was 
made for is no longer rele-
vant in the modern society. 
Voters now have technolo-
gy that enables them to get 
the necessary information to 
make the correct decisions. 

Some people believe that 
this electoral college voting 
system is the right way to 
elect presidents because if 
the presidential race was just 
determined by the popular 
vote, then smaller and less 
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Employees working for 
the company at the stern of 
the electric car industry, Tesla 
Motors, already have enough 
to worry about with the rap-
idly increasing production of 
the Model 3, but that is not the 
extent of their worries.

Over the past year, Tesla 
has been fighting a war against 

allegations made by workers 
and journalists who have ac-
cused the company of poor 
safety for workers at its facto-
ries and of “pervasive harass-
ment” at the workplace.

Tesla has been refuting 
these claims, both with blogs 
on the company’s website and 
with letters to its employees 
from its founder and CEO, 
Elon Musk. One letter from 

the tech mogul sparked some 
controversy after it was sent on 
May 31st 2017.

The letter, called unsym-
pathetic by many, told employ-
ees to be “thick-skinned” and 
accept people’s apologies for 
conduct like harassment, and 
to not do anything that they 
would be ashamed to describe 
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–DISCLAIMER––––––––

“The Falcon’s Quill” is a fo-
rum where Blach students can 
exercise their right to  express 
their opinions.

1. “The Falcon’s Quill” re-
serves the right to decide what 
will be published.

2. We reserve the right to edit 
any material with regard to 
length or content, or that we 
deem inappropriate or offen-
sive.

3. We will strive to report 
news accurately and objec-
tively, clearly distinguishing 
between fact and opinion.

4. We vow to cover stories 
without discrimination to-
ward any group.
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Arming teachers is not the solution
Allison T.

School safety at Blach
Diya M.

You can’t solve a shooting 
crisis with more guns.

No matter where you are or 
what your beliefs are, it’s a trag-
edy when yet another school  
shooting headline is plastered 
over front covers of  newspapers 
and websites. It breaks the heart 
seeing these are ordinary, inno-
cent people– students and teach-
ers who were going about their 
days like the rest of  us– dying.

No one gains from these acts 
of  violence brought upon stu-
dents. The shooters– what do 
they earn? They have some op-
tions: a sentence to death or a 
lifetime in jail, neither of  which 
sound very appealing.

We honored the individuals 
who died in the Parkland shoot-
ing in the nationwide walkout, 
but several shootings have hap-
pened since then. According to 
CNN, there have already been 17 
school shootings where someone 

has been injured or killed in 2018 
so far. That means an average of  
about 1.5 shootings every week.

What are we offered as a 
solution to our problem? Arming 
teachers, of  course.

Off the top of  my head, I can 
think of  maybe a dozen or so rea-
sons this is not the way to solve 
our problem. Imagine a world of  
teachers with guns strapped to 
themselves as they are teaching, 
walking around campus and do-
ing all sorts of  ordinary things– 
it’s a bit unnerving. 

All this means is there’s more 
access to guns at a school. The 
teachers would have to keep it 
with them, seeing that leaving a 
deadly weapon in an unattended 
classroom would not be a great 
idea. Teachers keeping a gun 
would be for safety reasons, but 
it’s still possible for someone to 
grab it from a teacher and start 
firing, which brings us back to 

our problem in the first place.
I’m tired of  “guns don’t 

kill people, people do.” Yes, the 
shooter is the one pulling the 
trigger, but the thing is, people 
with bad intentions can’t shoot a 
crowd of  people in an instant if  
they don’t have any guns. Inno-
cent citizens wouldn’t be slaugh-
tered by the hundreds each year 
if  people had no guns.

“We need to pay attention to 
the fact that this isn’t just a men-
tal health issue,” Emma Gonza-
lez, a survivor of  the Parkland 
shooting, said passionately. “He 
wouldn’t have gotten that many 
students with a knife!”

What good will giving more 
people guns do? More and more 
get access to killing machines. 
More and more school shootings. 
More and more lives are lost, all 
from senseless acts of  destruction. 

The recent school shoot-
ings remind us that bad things 
can happen to anyone, at any-
time. From the devastating for-
est fire that ravaged the schools 
of  California to the active 
school shooter in Florida. 

So what can we do, here 
in California, to prepare? First 
off, take the drill seriously. We 
never know when something 
dangerous can happen. In the 
recent lock down, many stu-
dents took the lockdown as a 
joke. . The drills are there to 
prepare you and help calm you 
down during an actual emer-
gency. 

Second, if  you see some-
thing weird on campus, like a 
kid talking about bringing a 
weapon  to school, or a om-
nious smoke cloud on the dis-
tance, alert an authority or a 

trusted adult. By telling a trust-
ed adult, authorities can get 
to the source of  the problem 
faster. 

Lastly, be invested. A 
school can only be safe when 
students, parents and teachers 
make it safe. Be updated on 
upcoming drills and practic-
es. Talk to your teachers or a 
trusted adult about how you 
can improve your actions on 
certain drills. You could even 
make a mini first aid kid and 
keep it in your backpack. 

The safety of  students is 
paramount. Being able to have 
escape routes or hiding places 
in the case an emergency, can 
save many lives. Without prac-
tice, we wouldn’t be able to exit 
safely or know where to hide if  
an intruder enters. 

Without drills, students 

would not immediately know 
where to take shelter during 
an earthquake, especially here 
in California.  The students 
would be in chaos not knowing 
what to do, making it harder 
for the teachers to keep them 
quiet and organized. Thank-
fully, practice makes perfect. 
With Blach’s monthly fire drills, 
ocasional earthquake and lock-
downs, the students are better 
prepared for an emergency. 
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people
Hopeful Eyes: One extraordinary woman who takes her 
life into her own hands

There are many things in 
life we take for granted. Walk-
ing, breathing, speaking— no 
one gives much thought to 
these everyday things that are 
so important to us yet so over-
looked. It makes you won-
der… what if one of these or-

dinary but fundamental parts 
of our lives were to be taken 
away? 

Fernanda Castelo is a sail-
or, design consultant, former 
dancer, student mentor, ad-
vocate for the disabled, and 
US naturalized citizen from 
the Philippines. Throughout 
her life, she has gone through 
more than her share of hard-

ships, yet she still looks to the 
future with hopeful eyes.

As a child, Fernanda 
loved dance. She did ballet, 
jazz, Hawaiian, Tahitian, tap; 
the sky was the limit for her. 
Fernanda lived in the Philip-
pines up until the summer be-
fore grade five, when she and 
her family of ten moved to 
Southern California. There, 
she continued with her pas-
sion for dancing. 

When Fernanda was about 
to graduate from high school, 
she auditioned as a performer 
for Disneyland and, thanks to 
her years of dance experience, 
was hired. For eight years, 
she danced at “The Happi-
est Place on Earth”’s parades, 
special shows and events, and 
performed with character 
costumes.

“The way you become 
a character is based on your 
height. So, I’m not very tall, 
and the characters I mostly 
played, based on my height, 
were like the Seven Dwarfs...” 
said Fernanda, grinning 
good-naturedly. “Not Snow 
White– not Cinderella.”

Fernanda’s life changed in 
an instant when she suffered 
from a severe fall, causing her 
to require a wheelchair for 
traveling from then on out. 

Although this barred her from 
dancing, it didn’t dampen her 
hopes for her life.

Always one to look on the 
brighter side, she found ways 
around her disability. “I know 
setbacks. But after a while I 
got bored with it… If I keep 
thinking about ‘what am I 
going to do?’ but not doing it, 
I’m not going anywhere.” Fer-
nanda pointed out.

Fernanda also comment-
ed that she tends to face 
challenges head-on by exper-
imenting with smaller parts 
of the whole rather than wor-
rying over how daunting the 
problem seems. She started 
out with getting more com-
fortable moving around with 
a wheelchair and, after three 
years following the accident, 
she returned to studying in 
Paris.

Now, Fernanda works as a 
design consultant for compa-
nies developing technologies 
that assist those with physi-
cal disabilities. She collabo-
rates with these companies 
by giving them feedback and 
information from someone 
who has personal experience, 
someone who knows what it’s 
like to live with a disability.

Among other technolo-
gies, Fernanda has helped 

work on WHILL, an elec-
tric wheelchair (shown in the 
photo above). She helped the 
company by giving her insight 
on design based on her own 
experience. WHILL is now 
being sold worldwide, and 
it inspires Fernanda to think 
that so many users feel the 
same way about the wheel-
chair she helped design.

When she isn’t pitching in 
to design disability-assisting 
technology, Fernanda men-
tors engineering students at 
Stanford University. She com-
mented that she always loves 
seeing their intellectual curi-
osity and genuine enthusiasm 
for learning.

Another strong passion of 
hers is for sailing, which has 
become her own way of danc-
ing, now that it isn’t possible 
for her to really dance. “I’m a 
sailor. Why sailing is [a favor-
ite of mine is]because when 
I’m out on the water, I’m like 
a dancer…” said Fernanda. 
“There’s no restrictions, the 
whole bay is my dance floor, 
[and] the wind is my partner.”

“It’s good for me to go out 
and do something that scares 
me a little bit.” Fernanda 
smiled. “It makes you respect 
it.”

Allison T.
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Nice no matter what: A woman with an unconditional love for 
her family

At 6:15 in the morn-
ing, Mithra Sadrzadeh heaves 
herself out of bed and gets 
breakfast ready for her seven 
year old daughter and infant 
twins. Later in the morning, 
she drives her daughter to 
school and comes back home 
to cook, do laundry, and 
clean. By the time 3:00 rolls 
around, Mithra makes sure 
she has a snack ready for Es-
ther, her daughter. 

Later in the afternoon 
and evening, she helps Esther 
do her homework and get her 
chores done.

When the hour hand hits 
nine o’clock, she herds her 
children to bed, including her-

self. She falls asleep and sleeps 
‘till the next day to repeat.

At 39, almost 40, Mithra 
finds herself with very little 
time. Her life is consumed by 
the helping of others.

When she was asked what 
she does in her free time, she 
laughed and said, “What do I 
do in my free time? If I have 
free time.”.

But, in the fleeting hours 
of free time she can scavenge, 
she exercises and goes for cof-
fee. “Sometimes I have coffee 
with my friends. We talk about 
life. I think it’s really good to 
have time for yourself.”

Previously, Mithra worked 
as a Human Resources Man-
ager at the Bay Area Surgical 
Management.

“I’m a people person. I 
love to help people.” she says.

She went from helping 
people at work, to helping 
all members of her family at 
home.

Currently, her husband 
suffers from a heart problem 
and her daughter suffers from 
another illness.

You might think she 
spends every waking moment 
thinking about such and such, 
but she says that she wants to 
keep her mind clear and hope 
for the best. She says it’s not 
the biggest thing in her life, 
and she doesn’t want it to be.

She said she’s happy that 
when this happened, they 
were in the U.S.

A long while ago, Mithra 

moved from Iran, her home 
country. She says she has no 
reason to go back, because all 
of her family’s here.

She’s really happy to live 
in the U.S.. “It’s the land of 
opportunity for both of us.”

And by “us”, she means 
her husband, who she mar-
ried a total of 16 years ago.

“It wasn’t an arranged 
marriage, I would say.” She 
had met him because both 
families knew each other.

They dated for exactly 
sixth months, and right on 
the sixth month mark, he pro-
posed to her.

“‘Six months, its very 
short. Next time, I’ll make 
sure its longer.’” She chuck-
led as she said this and quick-

ly followed up with a, ‘but of 
course there won’t be a next 
time!’.

She focuses all of her at-
tention on her life and not 
politics. “I don’t really get 
involved in politics… I try to 
stay out of it.”

“You always have to find 
a way to release your stress 
somehow.”

So, she makes it her goal 
to live and let go.

Celine P. 



health & science

That ‘2’ you got on your science test might be the result of  the 
candy bar you ate: Nutrition’s Impact on Teens Academic Performance

Nutrition is important for 
adults and children alike, how-
ever, a healthy diet is especially 
important for teens and good 
school performance. Studies 
have shown that students who 
eat an adequate amount of  
fruits, vegetables, protein, and 
fiber perform better on exams 
than those eating foods high 
in salt, refined sugars, and sat-
urated fat. Of  course gender, 
school, and previous education 
can cause results to differ, but 
the main idea is there. Eat-
ing the right food fuels teens 
with long lasting energy for 
sports, hours of  homework, 
and a happy, healthy lifestyle. 

To date, the majority of  
research on diet and school 
performance has been focused 
on the importance of  eating a 
healthy breakfast. Starting off 
the day with a nutritious break-
fast is crucial to teens’ academ-
ic performance in the morn-
ing and as the day progresses. 

Every kid hears from their 
parents, “Breakfast is the most 
important meal of  the day,” and 
it really is! Teens should look to 
include a balance of  fresh fruit, 
whole grains, eggs or other 
lean protein, and low-fat dairy 

products in their breakfast. 
Too often, students skip 

breakfast and then arrive at 
school groggy and unprepared 
to learn. Having no food in 
your system makes it difficult 
to focus and remember new 
information you are taught. 

During adolescence, a 
teen’s brain is undergoing se-
rious and important chang-
es. At this time of  growth and 
development in a teen’s brain, 
the brain’s dendrites-which 
send signals to neurons- extend 
and grow more branch like. At 
the same time, the synapses 
most frequently used to pro-
cess information grow stronger. 

The brain’s remodeling 
phase in a teen’s life is known 
as “pruning.” Without prop-
er nutrition, its ability to learn 
new tasks or skill decreases, 
which is certainly not good 
for students. What teens eat 
definitely impacts the per-
formance of  their brain. 

While it is important to in-
clude essential food groups in 
their diets like fats, proteins, 
and complex carbohydrates, 
teens often forget the impor-
tance of  consuming vitamins 
and minerals as well in their 
daily meals. This doesn’t mean 
teens should eat processed 

gummy bears to supplement 
their bodies with vitamins and 
minerals though. They can find 
them in so many whole foods. 

Specific vitamins and min-
erals that our body obtains 
from nutrient-rich foods play 
a critical role in brain growth, 
development, and especial-
ly learning for teens. For vi-
tamins, key ones for teens to 
include in their diets are Vita-
min A, Vitamin C, Vitamins 
B12 and B6, and Vitamin D. 

Vitamin A is found in foods 
like carrots, sweet potatoes, 
and kale and promotes healthy 
skin. Vitamin C is found most 
commonly in oranges but is 
also found in strawberries, pa-
paya, mango, and bell pep-
pers! You need Vitamin C for 
the growth and repair of  tissue 
when wounded, as well as help-
ing  your body make collagen, 
which is a protein used to make 
skin, tendons, and blood vessels. 

Vitamin B12 is a vital vi-
tamin for teens to eat because 
of  its ability to make DNA 
in the body and keep blood 
cells healthy. It is in all meat, 
fish, poultry, and eggs. Vita-
min B6 is found in starchy 
vegetables and beef. Vitamin 
D is in some dairy products 
and fatty fish like salmon and 

helps to strengthen bones. 
Minerals are not com-

monly included in a teen’s 
diet however, they are equal-
ly as important as vitamins. 
Minerals teens need are cal-
cium, iron, potassium, zinc, 
phosphorus, and magnesium. 

Other than in dairy prod-
ucts, calcium can also be found 
in almonds and broccoli. cal-
cium is probably the most im-
portant mineral for teens be-
cause of  its ability to form and 
keep bones strong and also 
release hormones in the body. 
iron, also very important, is in 
dark, leafy vegetables like spin-
ach, beans, and tofu. Iron pro-
duces red blood cells and hemo-
globin, which is the substance 
that carries oxygen from your 
lungs to the rest of  your body. 

Potassium, commonly 
found in bananas and dates, 
helps to maintain a bal-
ance of  fluids in your body. 
Zinc and phosphorus are 
found in meat, seafood, and 
poultry and magnesium is 
in lentils and whole grains. 

  Vitamins and minerals are 
essential to a teen’s healthy diet, 
but there is no need to stress 
about how to get them in your 
daily meals. If  teens just try to 
eat a healthy balance of  fruits, 

vegetables, lean proteins, whole 
grains, and healthy fats, they 
will be eating vitamins and min-
erals without even knowing it! 

Consuming nutritious food 
helps teens not only do well 
academically, but also prevent 
issues such as eating disorders, 
obesity, and dental problems. 

Teens just need to eat a 
balanced diet; it it okay to oc-
casionally eat foods that may 
not be the healthiest. No sin-
gle food harms your brain, 
but certain foods are more 
beneficial for brain health. 

What foods teens eat, and 
the quantities affect their at-
tention, memory, and ability 
to focus. This translates to how 
well teens do in school. No 
specific foods will make you 
do better on a test, but if  you 
want to give yourself  an ad-
vantage, you should start your 
day with a nutritious breakfast. 

If  teens stay active and  in-
corporate healthy foods into 
their diets, they can be as-
sured that their brain will be 
working to its full potential 
and help them with perform-
ing their best academically. 

You should get a dog or a cat: Here’s why

Ava K.

It has been proven that a 
pet, such as a dog or cat, can 
increase good health and re-
duce other allergens. This can 
be especially useful when peo-
ple are about to have a baby, 
because the pet can get rid of  
the allergens when the baby is 
most vulnerable, which is be-
fore birth and the first three 
months. 

Therefore, children can 
live an allergy free life, thanks 
to their pet. As a person with 
allergies to pollen, dust, and 
cats– plus many other things– 
I can tell anyone the cost of  a 
pet is nothing compared to the 
sleepless nights that children 
can and will experience, and 
the allergy medicines that they 
will consume. Also, the expo-
sure to pets at early ages will 
prevent allergies to them later 

on, so any child can enjoy all 
the benefits of  cuddly cats and 
loyal dogs without having to 
worry about allergies.

I think pets are a necessity 
before and shortly after birth. 
According to the Microbiome 
Journal, a non-profit website 
for furthering scientific re-
search, their “findings high-
lighted the differential impact 
of  pet exposure on infant gut 
microbiota following variant 
birth scenarios; however, in 
common, the abundance of  
Ruminococcus and Oscillospi-
ra were found to be increased 
independent of  other factors.”

Also, according to the 
CDC, the Center for Disease 
Control and Prevention, the 
health benefits of  a pet can be: 
decreased blood pressure, cho-
lesterol levels, triglyceride (the 

main component of  natural 
fats and oils) levels, feelings of  
loneliness, increased exercise 
and outdoor activities– leaving 
one in better shape– and 
increased socializa-
tion. A long list, 
right? And 
that long list 
of  bene-
fits proves 
e a s i l y 
why you 
s h o u l d 
get a dog 
or cat.

Saarang B.
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local & school news

Schools Almost Done, Time for Spring-Time Fun

The beginning of  spring 
is not only getting us closer to 
summer; spring also signifies 
the last few months at Blach 
for our 8th graders. Between 
graduation, the time capsules, 
and the grad dance, the next 
months will fly by for the soon 
to be graduates. 

Graduation	
Graduation is the very last 

day at Blach for the 8th grad-
ers and it will be very fun for 
everyone involved. For sev-
enth graders the day will be a 

half  day. On June 7th, the sev-
enth graders’ day will include 
going to all of  their classes for 
about fifteen minutes, and a 
final farewell with a slideshow 
from their year at Blach. 

The 8th graders will then 
arrive at 12:30 and gradua-
tion will begin at 1:00. Mr. 
Dewberry encourages stu-
dents to speak because he says 
it is a really nice way to wrap 
up the year. Students interest-
ed in speaking at graduation 
will create their speech, and 
about four will be chosen by 
staff members to present on 
the big day. Mrs. Narula will 
speak, the band will play, and 
the chorus will sing, making it 
an amazing experience for the 
8th graders.

Time Capsules
One of  the 8th grade 

highlights, at the end of  the 
year, is the time capsule we 
will create in English. Even 
though it doesn’t seem like 

a big deal now, opening the 
time capsules towards the end 
of  senior year is a memory 
that will never be forgotten. 
Mrs. Mackenzie was inspired 
to continue this tradition sim-
ply because of  the excitement 
and energy the day the seniors 
opened their time capsules. 
They love remembering 8th 
grade before they head off to 
college. 

Everyone will write letters 
to themselves, parents will 
write letters to their child, and 
anything else you would like 
to include will be stored in the 

time capsule. The 8th grade 
time capsule shows how you 
have changed from who you 
were in 8th grade to who you 
are in highschool. 

So, as we prepare to cre-
ate our time capsule, begin to 
think about what is important 
to you now and make sure you 
include it in your time capsule.

Graduation Dance
	 One of  the most ex-

citing events at the end of  the 
year for the 8th graders is the 
graduation dance. Though 
the theme remains a secret, 
dancing, casino tables, and de-
licious treats are guaranteed to 
be present at the dance.  Event 
planner and chairmen of  the 
dance, Juliet Wilson promises 
amazing snacks, a fabulous 
DJ, and is hoping for 100% 
attendance. Wilson loves 
working with the dance com-
mittee and says they were able 
to come up with an amazing 
theme with “creative thinking 

and committee approval.” 
Continuing the tradition, 

they have kept the theme a 
secret, making it an even big-
ger surprise for the 8th grad-
ers. Based on her experience 
planning the dance for her 
older son, Wilson claims that 
it is dressier than the normal 
dances. She said that girls 
tend to wears dresses and 
most boys wear button down 
shirts, but some people still 
dress casually. She made a 
point of  mentioning that no 
matter what you wear, make 
sure it is comfortable to move 
around in. 

If  you chose to attend the 
dance, you are in for a big sur-
prise and so much fun. 

	

Haley F.

A Heart of  Gold: Remembering Mrs. Honigman
Energetic, supportive, de-

pendable, passionate. Mrs. 
Honigman was a truly re-
markable person who made 
an positive impact on every-
one she met. Though most 
of  the students at Blach have 
only known Mrs. Honigman 
for a year or two, we all can 
see the impact she has made 
in just the short amount of  
time she has been present in 
our school lives. Sr. Lopez, a 
good friend of  Mrs. Honig-
man,  said that she made ev-
eryone feel special, like they 
were amazing friends.

Not only did Mrs. Honig-

man have a fun personality at 
school, but outside of  school 
too. During one of  her many 
trips to Washington DC with 
the 8th graders at Blach, some 
of  the teachers and students 
found the breakfast to be very 
bland. Mrs. Honigman made 
it her responsibility to spice up 
the breakfast by buying about 
nine bottles of  what Mr. Maye 
claims to be “Some of  the best 
hot sauce I have ever tasted.” 
This is an example of  how 
much Mrs. Honigman cared 
about other people and their 
happiness. 

All of  the teachers at Blach 
can agree that Mrs. Honig-
man would do anything for a 

student. Dr. Moerner made a 
point to say that, “She would 
go to the ends of  the Earth for 
a student, even when everyone 
else would give up.” During 
her time as a math teacher 
at Blach, Mrs. Honigman al-
ways had her door open to 
students. She welcomed stu-
dents, before and after school 
and during lunch. Mrs. Har-
ris says that Mrs. Honigman’s 
room was always available 
when someone needed a quiet 
place to be alone, or if  he or 
she wanted to play games with 
friends. 

Mrs. Honigman was al-
ways very inclusive. Stanley, 
her husband said that, “She 
loved all her students espe-
cially those who were inclu-
sive and doers.” One way she 
showed her love for her stu-
dents was during the annual 
Blach trip to Washington DC. 
While many students at Blach 
assumed that the scholarships 
offered for this trip came from 
extra donations from the par-
ents; they didn’t realize that 
Mrs. Honigman donated her 
own money. Not only was she 

so generous to pay for other 
students to get the opportuni-
ty to experience Washington 
with their friends, she was also 
instrumental in the planning 
and organization behind the 
trip. 

Another personality trait 
that stands out about Mrs. 
Honigman is her passion. 
As a track coach, she was al-
ways cheering on our teams 
and was definitely one of  the 
most spirited teachers here at 
Blach. She was so competi-
tive with her homerooms that 
when she tied with Sr. Lopez 
this past semester, she wanted 
to compete one on one with 
Sr. Lopez to declare the fi-
nal winner. She changed her 
mind though, because she did 
not want to lose at the expense 
of  her students. 

Not only did she have 
a passion for helping other 
people, but animals too. This 
would include the time when 
she stopped her car in the 
middle of  rush hour on high-
way 101, to rescue the kitten 
she then adopted as her own. 
Another time she risked her 

safety for an animal was when 
she and Mrs. Mackenzie were 
staying at Mrs. Mackenzie’s 
brother’s house for a weekend. 
As Mrs. Mackenzie came back 
from watering the flowers in 
the yard, she was alarmed to 
see Mrs. Honigman stand-
ing on the roof  of  the two 
story house. Mrs. Honigman 
claimed that there was a ani-
mal on the roof  and she need-
ed to get it down. When Mrs. 
Mackenzie tried to reason 
with her to get down, she was 
ignored because Mrs. Honig-
man had to help the animal. 
When Mrs. Honigman finally 
could see the “animal,” she 
realized it was simply a piece 
of  rope, but she was ready to 
save it had it been an creature 
in need. 

Clearly Mrs. Honigman 
was a very special lady who 
will be greatly missed at Blach. 
Determined, loving, patient, 
Mrs. Honigman will be forev-
er in our hearts.

Haley F.
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Overview
One of the fundamen-

tal problems with American 
crime versus the rest of the 
developed world is that Amer-
ican crime is more lethal. This 
is due to the abundance of 
guns in America, compared 
to other developed countries.

Guns make killing a per-
son considerably easier than it 
would be to do than a melee 
weapon. A scenario such as 
the Las Vegas shooting would 
not be possible without the 
firearms carried by the perpe-
trator, Stephen Paddock.

Paddock acquired twen-
ty-four guns. Those guns were 
fourteen AR-15s, eight AR-
10s, a Ruger American Rifle, 
and a Smith & Wesson Cen-
tennial Revolver. Ten of the 
AR-15s had magazines that 
could hold a hundred bullets. 

In the Las Vegas shooting, 
four Canadians died. Four 
Canadians lost their lives due 
to broken, American gun 
regulations. The same bro-
ken regulations that lead to 
13,286 deaths by gun violence 
in 2015. 

The NRA often claims 
that the only thing that can 
stop an armed person with 
bad intentions, is an armed 
person with good intentions. 
According to the FBI’s num-
bers, an unarmed person with 
good intentions, do more 
good than armed persons 
with good intentions. Out of 
158 shootings, 3.125% were 
stopped by armed people 
while 13.125% were stopped 
by unarmed civilians.

This data proves that the 
‘good guy’ with a gun argu-
ment isn’t valid.

High capacity magazines 
(magazines hold the bullets 

and are attached to, or inside 
of the gun) make mass shoot-
ings much easier to do and 
more damage in less time. 
More bullets mean more time 
to fire a weapon without re-
loading, meaning more ca-
sualties. Thirty round mag-
azines were made illegal in 
1994 but the law expired in 
2004. 

The gunman in the San-
dy Hook school shooting in 
2012 shot 150 rounds in five 
minutes because of these large 
magazines. 

In America, any 19-year-
old can buy a .50 caliber an-
ti-material rifle legally, but 
can’t buy a handgun, smoke a 
cigarette, or drink a bottle of 
beer. 

Gun are rarely used in 
self-defense. Studies show that 
for every gun used for self-de-
fense, six more are used to 
commit a crime.

Problems with legally 
owned guns

Legally owned guns are 
often stolen and used by crim-
inals or family members that 
should not be handling a gun. 
In 2015, Saint Louis, Missou-
ri saw a trend of guns being 
stolen by criminals. Most of 
the firearms were stolen from 
automobiles. 

Many Missourians take 
their guns with them to crime-
prone areas. When they go 
somewhere where guns aren’t 
allowed, they leave the fire-
arms in their cars. Criminals 
know this, so they break into 
people’s cars and steal their 
guns. 

Professor Remy Cross of 
Webster University said, “If 
you have a gun, and don’t 
intend to use it yourself, be-
cause of the loopholes in laws 
around gun shows and resale, 
it’s relatively easy to get these 
guns into criminals’ hands.” 
Chicago seized around 4,700 
guns in 2015, from its res-

idents. Most of these guns 
were stolen.

In 19 states, firearms may 
be kept in a locked car in a 
school parking lot. But that 
can still cause problems. 

Arguments can escalate 
like in Carbondale, Illinois. 
On January 27, 2014, a stu-
dent was shot in the Rebound 
High school parking lot. This 
was just an argument which 
ended in a death just imagine 
how bad it would be if people 
brought guns to every argu-
ment.

The Bump Stock Contro-
versy

A bump stock is a stock 
that uses the gun’s recoil to 
increase its rate of fire. Bump 
stocks should not be legal be-
cause they make it easier to 
kill more people. Only Cal-
ifornia, New Jersey, Massa-
chusetts, and New York have 
made bump stocks illegal. 

In 46 states, bump stocks, 
that increase rate of fire, are 
legal. “Why on earth,” says an 
anonymous student at Blach, 
“would you need a bump stock 
for anything?” This student is 
on the right track. You don’t 
need a bump stock for hunt-
ing because you don’t need a 
faster rate of fire, so what do 
you need it for?

President Trump has re-
cently said that he will ban 
bump stocks through execu-
tive order. If, and only if, this 
will become a reality, then this 
calls for some celebrating. We 
are taking action, and that is 
delightful. 

Along with bump stocks, 
the AR-15 should be banned 
from civilian use. The AR-15 
military-style rifle has been 
used against civilians fre-
quently. It ended the lives of 
seventeen people at Stoneman 
Douglas high school on Feb-
ruary 14th, 2018. 

It has been used in other 
mass shootings in Las Vegas, 

Newtown, Aurora, and San 
Bernardino. According to 
the New York Times, “Since 
2007, at least 173 people have 
been killed in mass shootings 
in the United States involving 
AR-15s.” It also was used in 
the Port Arthur Shooting. 

Some news outlets de-
scribe the AR-15 as the 
“weapon of choice” of the 
perpetrators of mass shoot-
ings.

Shooter’s Camoflauge
Suppressors are a lethal 

accessory that can be attached 
to a gun’s barrel. The sup-
pressor reduces the noise sig-
nature, so it is easier to shoot 
someone without them track-
ing you. This makes it surpris-
ing to find out that these are 
only illegal in ten states and 
Washington D.C. 

This means in forty states, 
you can shoot your gun with 
little to no noise! 

There are limited bene-
fits of suppressors. They can 
reduce hearing loss and noise 
pollution during hunting. But, 
this doesn’t explain why some 
states legalize suppressors but 
make them illegal for hunting!

This brings us to flash hid-
ers. Flash hiders were made 
illegal in 1994, but the law 
expired in 2004. Flash hid-
ers block the flash from a gun 
when fired. When a gun is 
fired normally, without a flash 
hider, the gun emits a small 
yellow flash. 

With the flash hiders, the 
gun emits zero flashes, and it 
is significantly harder to trace 
a gun to where it was shot 
from. Flash hiders do not be-
long in the hands of civilians. 
A Mental Health Issue

Another massive issue in 
which guns are concerned is 
mental health. People suffer-
ing from mental illness people 
are currently allowed to own 
and purchase guns. This, in 
most cases, is fine, but in some 

situations, this can be a detri-
mental decision. 

According to the LA 
times, out of 185 perpetra-
tors between 1900 and 2017 
either had a mental illness or 
showed signs of having a men-
tal illness.

President Donald Trump 
recently, “urged people to re-
port anyone whose behavior 
seemed disturbed, although 
that there is no law on the 
books in Florida that would 
let the authorities take peo-
ple’s guns in that situation.” 
The fact is that there is no law 
allowing this is disagreeable. 

Yet another example of 
the flaws of gun control is 
the story of Adam Lanza and 
the tragic shooting of Sandy 
Hook. According to the New 
York Times, “a man said he 
had been privy to a conver-
sation in which Mr. Lanza 
said he had an assault weap-
on and was planning to kill 
children at Sandy Hook El-
ementary School.” In addi-
tion, the NYPD told this man 
that, “There was nothing the 
[NYPD] could do about it.” 

There is no law allowing 
law enforcement to take away 
those guns because they legal-
ly belonged to Nancy Lanza, 
Adam Lanza’s mother. That 
was in 2012. On December 
14, 2016, Mr. Lanza sadly 
carried out his earlier plans. 

He shot and killed his 
mother, who owned the guns 
he used, before heading to 
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school and taking the lives of 
twenty students and six staff 
members. After that, Mr. 
Lanza, at age 20, took his own 
life. 

Although Mr. Lanza, and 
many others, probably com-
mit this crime due to their 
mental illness, that doesn’t 
resurrect the people lost in 
this manner. The fact of the 
matter is, we have to solve 
these problems.

Australia’s National Fire-
arms Agreement

Australia once banned 
guns which made a large dif-
ference. In the aftermath of 
the Port Arthur massacre, 
Australia introduced very 
strict gun control legislation 
known as the National Fire-
arms Agreement. Before the 
Agreement, Australia aver-
aged about 562.1 gun deaths 
per year. But after the Agree-
ment, they averaged about 
272.125 gun deaths a year. 
Australia has not had a single 
mass shooting since the Port 
Arthur massacre.

The NRA
It would be great if legisla-

tion like this was enforced. But 
that is difficult because of the 
NRA. I asked Stacey Helley 
about this issue. I asked her 
about why has the NRA been 
so effective at pushing their 
agenda. “I think the NRA 
has been effective with their 
message because they reach a 
great deal of people with vid-
eos and magazines. Most peo-
ple are untouched by violent 
crime so they just don’t get 
around the crazy angry peo-
ple...” Stacey responded. 

What Stacey is is saying is 
that most people have never 

been affected by violent crime 
that utilizes guns so they don’t 
understand how awful these 
firearms can be. Stacey also 
said that “they’ve been effec-
tive using very cunning rheto-
ric … then they think that any 
form of control is somebody 
coming for all of their guns, 
which is the slippery slope fal-
lacy.” Stacey means that the 
NRA has been able to trick its 
base that any form of control 
on their guns whether it be 
ban bump stocks or suppres-
sors be a ban for all of their 
guns, which is not true. 

If the right person has 
the right gun, that is fine for 
something like self-defense 
or hunting. A gun such as a 
DoubleTap, Liberator, Pep-
per Spray Gun, Glock 19, or a 
Sig Sauer P226 would be fine 
for defending your home. A 
person with a mental disabil-
ity should not own a weapon 
such as an AR-15. Attach-
ments such as bump stocks, 
suppressors, flash hiders, and 
extended magazines do not 
belong to civilians. 

We need to reform our 
gun laws to make our fellow 
Americans feel safe and not 
feel like they will be shot by 
someone who should not own 
a firearm. 

Arming Teachers
Imagine that your safety is 

jeopardized as a shooter ram-
pages your school. You are 
running for your life in fear, 
thinking of the last words you 
said to your parents. This, un-
fortunately, is a problem that 
more and more students face 
as homicidal shooters target 
schools more often.

What if your teacher was 
armed with a gun and could 

just fend off the attacker to 
keep you safe. You would 
probably be terrified of ever 
attending school again, know-
ing that such a weapon is in 
your teacher’s hands, but you 
would still be safe and secure 
and the shooter may not have 
attacked your school in the 
first place.

Our current president, 
Donald J. Trump, and the 
Republicans have recently 
proposed to arm our educa-
tors with guns after the shoot-
ing at Marjory Stoneman 
Douglas High School in Park-
land, Florida on February 14, 
2018. 17 students and staff 
were killed and many others 
injured. If the staff had guns, 
would they have survived?

Florida’s State Senate are 
already supporting the idea of 
arming teachers, but Florida’s 
governor, Rick Scott, is op-
posed to the notion. The State 
Senate later changed the bill 
to read that up to 10 school 
personnel would be trained to 
carry weapons each school in-
stead of arming most teachers 
in order for Governor Scott to 
sign the bill. He then signed 
the bill.

If teachers had guns, they 
might make the school safer, 
but on the other hand, they 
could cause more issues.

Many teachers wouldn’t 
be comfortable with using a 
gun, especially if they need to 
fire it in the event of an attack 
where they are in panic and 
lack tactical knowledge. Ki-
ana Z., a seventh grade stu-
dent at Blach who has used a 
gun, mentioned that “Shoot-
ing a gun and aiming correct-
ly is a really hard thing to do, 
and especially in the situation 
where lives are at risk, there 

would be almost a 0% chance 
of shooting it correctly.” 

Blach’s assistant princi-
pal and history teacher, Mr. 
Dewberry, stated, “I would 
not be comfortable because of 
the dangers of having a gun 
on campus.” Guns are fatal 
weapons and they would not 
only frighten the teachers, but 
also the students. 

Mrs. Narula, Blach’s prin-
cipal expressed that “I think 
that it would take the focus off 
of learning.”School should be 
a place where students come 
to learn and have fun, not a 
place that would terrify them 
from attending, knowing that 
there are deadly weapons in 
the room.  Mrs. Hickman, a 
seventh-grade English teacher 
at Blach, commented, “Weap-
ons and schools don’t mix.”

Chances are, students 
who have seen or used a 
gun would not react strongly 
about arming teachers and 
feel would feel secure know-
ing that if there was a shooter, 
their teachers would be able 
to defend them. On the con-
trary, students who haven’t 
ever seen let alone use a gun 
might be scared to death, be-
ing aware that such a danger-
ous weapon is in their class-
room.

A teacher’s job is to edu-
cate, not to fire a gun at some-
one. Mrs. Narula said, “In or-
der to protect [our] students, 
[the staff] should be trained 
in emergency procedures and 
you should be active and co-
operative in any drill.” 

Mr. Dewberry also in-
dicated, “If you are going to 
arm teachers, they would be 
trained teachers, not military 
professionals.” Trained teach-
ers would only have a few 

years, or less, of experience 
whereas military profession-
als train with guns for most of 
their lives. Shooting a gun is 
not part of a teacher’s job.

When asked if she would 
risk her life for her students, 
Mrs. Hickman answered, 
“`Yes, I would, but not by us-
ing a gun. Using a gun doesn’t 
seem like a good solution.” 
Many teachers would defi-
nitely put themselves in dan-
ger in order to protect their 
students, but a gun isn’t the 
answer.

If a shooter knew that 
there were guns at a school, 
they probably wouldn’t dare 
to attack that school. The gun 
would be a threat to shooters, 
so it wouldn’t be used anyway. 
However, if the shooter didn’t 
know that the school was 
armed, they would still attack 
that school, so there is no sure 
method to protect a school in-
volving guns.

Mr. Dewberry acknowl-
edged that “After school, 
someone might break in 
and steal it but not during 
school hours. That is the 
biggest reason for teachers 
to not have guns, it might end 
up in someone’s hands for the 
wrong reason.” Anyone, even 
students, could steal the gun 
and use it against the school, 
even if it was carried in con-
cealment.

Arming teachers with 
guns could be an answer to 
preventing school shootings 
but they would also lead to 
many more complications. 
Mrs. Hickman believes that 
“In the light of school shoot-
ings, people are desperate for 
a solution.” Is arming teachers 
the solution to school shoot-
ings or a problem maker?
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Should all guns be banned?
Would putting restrictions on guns 

decrease gun violence?
Why should(n’t) guns be banned?

I do think guns should be banned. People use them for 
bad things. Use a bow and arrow hunny.

From the second amendment of the Bill of Rights, we 
receive the right to bear arms (carry weapons - guns). 
From the birth of our nation, this has been a undeniable 
right under the constitution. Many people also use guns 
and they don’t need to be only used for violence. Ban-
ning guns could also have an opposite effect where peo-
ple are enraged and use guns illegally. To ban guns, there 
would need to be a majority of votes to alter or nullify this 
amendment.

We don’t need guns - they only pose a threat to our soci-
ety. They hurt much more than help.
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Peet’s Coffee: Coffee for those who enjoy quality
What makes Peet’s Cof-

fee different from other coffee 
shops? How does Peet’s Cof-
fee compare to other popu-
lar and growing coffee shops, 
like Starbucks? They both sell 
coffee, but what makes Peet’s 
Coffee different from Star-
bucks?

One thing many people 
don’t understand, is that Peet’s 
Coffee isn’t underrated by ev-
eryone, it depends strictly on 
the perspective. For instance, 
an adult would most likely en-
joy a drink from Peet’s Coffee 
more than a drink from Star-
bucks, because Peet’s Coffee is 
considered to be more focused 
on the quality of  their coffee. 

According to Quora.com, 
“Peet’s Coffee stores sell beans 
from open containers rather 
than in sealed bags, making 
the Peet’s stores smell more 
strongly of  coffee.” Even this 
can make a difference of  how 
an adult views the store, espe-
cially if  they really value the 
coffee, rather than the milk.

Adding on to that, Star-
bucks is known to be more fo-
cused on the milk, rather than 
the coffee. Most children and 

teenagers enjoy this and do 
not have any issues with milk 
but, adults who need their cof-
fee as a necessity will find this 
fact extremely important.

The focus on coffee in 
Peet’s Coffee makes it more 
satisfying to adults rather than 
children.

“I think, in general, chil-
dren and teenagers see a drink 
from Peet’s as a treat, so they 
are very excited each time they 
get a drink from us. Whereas, 
adults order drinks from Peet’s 
more as a necessity/habit. So, 
adults might be satisfied, but 
probably not as satisfied as 
children and teenagers, be-
cause they need the drink just 
to function,” states Whitney J, 
a barista who works at Peet’s 
Coffee. She was also a former 
classroom aid at Blach Inter-
mediate School. 

Peet’s Coffee reminds a 
customer of  rustic country 
side (according to Langston J.). 
This proves to show that Peet’s 
is able to grasp that warm and 
welcoming feeling along with 
amazing coffee and customer 
service.

“I think it is less hectic [in 
Peet’s] and people are not in 
a rush and are enjoying their 

drinks more. In Starbucks, ev-
erything is associated with be-
ing fast,” says Michael R, an 
adult who drinks coffee daily.  

Somehow, Peet’s Coffee 
is able to carefully keep the 
warm and comforting envi-
ronments of  their shops. But, 
Starbucks on the other hand 
shows a more hip and modern 
vibe, according to Thewild-
cattribune.com.

Above being all about the 
coffee, they care about their 
customers. “We have very 
high standards for customer 
service– we get randomly sur-
veyed often to make sure we 
are meeting our customer sat-
isfaction goals. So, each cus-
tomer is receiving very good 
customer service. We also get 
a lot of  regular loyal custom-
ers visiting our store,” Whit-
ney J. states. 

Peet’s Coffee goes out of  
their way to make sure cus-
tomers to have a wonderful 
experience at their coffee 
shops.

“And if  a customer is 
friendly, I am more willing 
to go out of  my way to make 
sure they have a great experi-
ence at Peet’s,” says Whitney 
J. Another example of  their 

customer service quality, is a 
story Whitney J. generously 
shared with me. 

“Fortunately, most of  my 
customers are very friendly. 
I did have one very challeng-
ing customer. She wanted me 
to give her samples of  several 
drinks before she decided on 
her final drink. I am happy to 
do a little sampling, if  there is 
time, ” Whitney J. explains. 

“However, there was a 
long line and the customer 
was the opposite of  friendly. 
She complained about sever-
al of  the samples I gave her, 
the quality etc. etc. Basically, 
nothing I did made her hap-
py,” she concluded.

From this, it is visible that 
Whitney J. tried her best to ac-
commodate a difficult custom-

er, reinforcing an outstanding 
customer service. 

Another reason why Peet’s 
Coffee differs from other cof-
fee shops, is because their cus-
tomer service is impeccable. 
With the routine checks and 
the way that they try excep-
tionally hard to make sure 
you have the best experience, 
makes them stand out. 

Peet’s Coffee is a warm 
and welcoming shop that is 
different from other coffee 
shops because of  its vital qual-
ities of  keeping a calm and 
rustic vibe, and having a bet-
ter customer service than what 
we are used to seeing in other 
coffee chains. So, give Peet’s 
Coffee a try before deciding 
which coffee shop to stick to 
for your daily coffee.

Black Panther: Is Marvel getting political?

Souf  R.

On February 16, 2018, the 
film Black Panther premiered 
in theatres. Black Panther 
was a film directed by Ryan 
Coogler and was produced by 
Kevin Feige along with Da-
vid J. Grant. The casting stars 
Chadwick Boseman as Black 
Panther/T’challa and Mi-
chael B. Jordan as Erik Kill-
monger. 

Black Panther is about 
the “rightful heir,” T’challa 
becoming the king of  Wakan-
da– and of  course, the Black 
Panther. He faces conflicts of  
a dangerous enemy wanting 
the throne, which could put 
the whole world at risk. Black 
Panther is a more political 
Marvel movie than the past 
ones, because of  some of  their 
actions. 

Although Black Panther 
is more controversial, it is still 

a thrilling Marvel movie (as 
usual)– even with some po-
litical statements the director 
imbedded. There are many 
exciting scenes that make your 
heart beat fast. Coogler does a 
good job mixing in real-world 
problems, humorous, and ac-
tion packed ideas in to the 
film.

Some reviews talk about 
how the storyline was weak, 
and made the movie “boring”. 
Others didn’t like having an 
African American superhero, 
because they thought it was 
unnecessary, and was too po-
litical. These two complaints 
seemed to appear in a lot of  
people’s reviews on Imdb.

A fellow Blach student, 
Sawyer Gaviria, said it was 
very political, but did a great 
job including the comedy. 
Gaviria enjoyed the strong 
female power, for example, 
the strongest guards and the 

smart scientist/engineer were 
all women. Instead of  just 
feminist views on the movie, 
Sawyer said they did a great 
job representing genders, col-
or, and an empowering movie 
of  its time.

 Other reviewers thought 
the visual effects, and costum-
ing was great. People found 
different views on humor, 
some thought it was funny 
while others thought it was 
just “old”. 

The cast is almost all Af-
rican American and shows 
a lot of  feminine power. It 
sends good messages to peo-
ple which leads to compelling 
stances. 

Even with these negative 
comments in mind, it still has 
good movie elements. So, if  
you like a movie with a lot of  
action, humor, and inspiring 
messages, this is definitely a 
movie worth watching.

Natalie M.
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ShoTime, all the time!
         

The count is 2-2 with 
two outs in the bottom of  
the first inning, runners on 
second and third. “Japan’s 
Babe Ruth” readies for the 
pitch. Cleveland’s pitch-
er, Josh Tomlin, throws the 
deuce at 74 miles per hour. 
Ohtani eyes the pitch and 
hacks at it with his Ichiro-like 
swing. The ball sails towards 
the right-center gap as Tom-
lin prays that the ball stays 
in the park. But Tomlin’s 
prayers were not answered. 
The Japanese rookie’s first at 
bat was a huge success. In his 
new home stadium, he found 
the bleachers on a three run 
home run. 

Ever since the announce-
ment came that Shohei was 
heading from the Hokkaido 
Nippon-Ham Fighters to the 
MLB, he has been the talk 
of  the league. This two-way 
stud is an elite pitcher and 

hitter, the better being the 
latter. In his pitching debut, 
he struck out 6 batters in 6 
innings while allowing 3 runs 
and picking up the win. That 
game did not live up to his 
hype. People were skeptical 
whether Ohtani could be the 
real deal.

But in his first start at An-
gel Stadium, he flirted with 
perfection. Ohtani was per-
fect through 6 ⅓  innings with 
11 strikeouts, until he allowed 
a hit to Marcus Semien, the 
shortstop for the Oakland 
Athletics. He ended up finish-
ing with 12 strikeouts in 7 in-
nings allowing only 1 hit. The 
win brought up the thought 
again that Ohtani could be 
the next Babe Ruth.                 

Through April 17, Ohtani 
has hit .367 with 3 home runs, 
a triple, and 11 RBI’s. Not 
only that, but he boasts a 2.08 
ERA with 2 wins and 12.46 
K/9 in 2 starts. Although 
Anaheim’s bright star is off to 

a rocket-fast start, there is a 
possibility of  a fluke. In 2015, 
the Los Angeles Dodgers’ 
rookie center fielder, Joc Ped-
erson, had an All-Star first 
half  of  the season.   He   hit 
20 round-trippers before the 
mid-season break, but after, 
he only hit 6. Pederson has 
never returned to his original 
rookie flair since.

These Angel’s fans were 
worried if  the rookie would 
even perform mediocrely 
because his Spring Train-
ing performance was subpar. 
Ohtani could not hit during 
the Spring, and his pitching 
was at the worst level of  his 
career. Baseball fans, mainly 
Angels’ fans, worried if  the 
Japanese legend would be an 

American bust, but he has 
proved everyone wrong.

     There is a whole sea-
son ahead and a bright future 
for Shohei. If  he can keep 
a consistent pace and stay 
evenly keeled for the whole 
162 games to stay above wa-
ter. Since he has a lot of  hype, 
critics will jump at any chance 
to burn him down.

Jackson K. & Wyatt B.

Where’s Lebron? 2019 edition
With the 2018 season 

coming to an end, the greatest 
basketball player ever will have 
the option to leave his home-
town in Cleveland to try and 
find light somewhere else. 

The first obvious option 
would be the Lakers. Even 
though they finished at 35-47, 
they have a lot of  potential 
and flashy play style. LeBron 
would be able to take over, 
control the Lakers and be sur-
rounded with young talent that 
will reach its prime in the next 
couple of  years. Also, Lebron 
owns a $23 million mansion in 
Hollywood. The King will go 
to L.A. and possibly win a title 
if  the Lakers’ youth starts to 
hit their prime.

Another very possible 
choice for Lebron is Houston. 
The combo of  Harden, who 
is an MVP candidate, Capela, 
who has been playing like an 
All-Star, and Paul, who may 
not resign, are favored to win it 
all this year. Then add Lebron 
the the equation and you get 
a Championship team more 
powerful that the Warriors 
have been for the last 4 years.

We strongly believe that 

the King of  Basketball will 
definitely join the Sixers. Leb-
ron is looking for a team with 
young, talented players that 
score 20+ points a night, but 
are still not better than him. 
The Sixers are that team. Joel 
Embiid, the center for Phil-
adelphia, was an all star this 
year, and is in the conversation 
for best center in the league. 
They also have Ben Simmons, 
the point guard for the 76ers. 
Ben Simmons is in the conver-
sation for Rookie of  the Year. 
Both Embiid and Simmons 
average more than 20 points 
a game and will be able to 
support the scoring of  Lebron 
James. We see no better pick in 
the entire NBA for Mr. James, 
except for this young Philly 
team.

The Pelicans are another 
alternative for LeBron. They 
have two all star players that 
are unstoppable in the post, 
Demarcus Cousins and An-
thony Davis. The Pelicans 
are Lebron’s backup decision, 
because he will not shine as 
much when he is on the court 
with Anthony and Demarcus. 
The only reason why we be-
lieve that Lebron will join New 
Orleans is if  he is desperate 

to win a championship. Join-
ing the Pelicans will guarantee 
him a championship.

One of  the most slept-on 
teams this year is the Milwau-
kee Bucks. The Bucks under-
performed their predicted 
record but still made the play-
offs. Riddled with injuries, the 
Buck’s superstar Giannis An-
tetokounmpo received major 
criticism. 

Giannis has claimed love 
the city of  Milwaukee but he 
seems unhappy with is roster. 
Some need a little time to de-
velop and some want to get 
out of  there. The best player 
in the world needs scoring and 
a superstar to take the pressure 
of  leading a team off of  him. 
Giannis Antetokounmpo at 
the age of  22, has potential to 
be the best ever. Milwaukee is 
waiting for the King to claim 
his crown.  

LeBron’s friend Dwyane 
Wade came back to Miami, so 
why can’t the King? Lebron 
also has a coach in Miami that 
doesn’t need a player to be in 
charge. LeBron will be a great 
addition to this talented Miami 
squad. They will have enough 
firepower to take down the 
empire of  Golden State. 

 Jackson K., Kabir C.,
 Wyatt B.
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-none in their first game. They 
won their next game against Colum-
bia but then lost to Sunnyvale in 5 
sets. 

The Falcons would then be 
off to the playoffs. In their first two 
games, they didn’t lose a set and were 
ready to face off against the Cuper-
tino Bears in the finals. The Falcons 
would then  loose 0-3, finishing an 
unexpectedly great season neverthe-
less.

The 8th grade Boys volleyball 
team cruised through the season, 
only losing one game to Lawson.  
The Falcons won 3-0 in their first 
playoff game against Hyde and faced 
off Miller in the finals, trying for their 
second championship in a row. They 
won an intense match and would 
steal their second finals victory.

The 7th grade Girls soccer team 
didn’t lose a game the entire season 
and only allowed only one goal total.
The soccer studs scored 37 goals in 9 
games before the championship, but 
couldn’t find the net against Sunny-
vale in crunch time and lost 0-1. 
This team has got a lot of  potential 
for next year.

The 8th grade Girls soccer 
team, just like the 7th graders, were 
dominanting all season, losing only 
one game to Graham. They won the 
semifinals by a score of  2-0 against 
our rivals, Egan. The championship 
ended in a draw after overtime, leav-
ing the Falcons and Cupertino as the 
2018 co-champions.

Even though all four of  our sea-
son three Blach sports teams made 
it to the season’s  most important 
game, only one team finished out 
on top, one tied, and the 7th grade 
teams couldn’t pull off a first season 
victory. The 7th graders will be back 
next year and hopeful for a second 
chance while the 8th graders will 
walk away with a trophy.	

(Side note: This article was writ-
ten on 4/5, before season 4 ended. 
This information is not up to date.) 

This season the sports teams 
were successful, but not as great as 
the season 3 teams. The 7th grade 
boys soccer team made it to the fi-
nals, smashing Sunnyvale in the 
semis. They will face our rivals, 
Egan, in the finals in hopes to edge 
them out for the trophy.

 The 7th grade girls basketball 
team lost a heartbreaker against 
Egan in the semifinals 28-30, com-
ing down the the last possession. The 
8th grade soccer team couldn’t make 
it past the first round in the playoffs, 
losing to Egan 0-3. The 8th grade 
girls basketball team will hope to 
outlast Cupertino in the finals after 
beating Kennedy in a defensive bat-
tle 16-13.

Next season sport will be track 
and field. The Blach meets are on 
May 1 and May 3 at home and May 
8 and May 10 away. Try to catch one 
meet and support our Falcons.  Go 
Blach!

blach sports cont.
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Do gender-based toys affect today’s society?
Naina S.

Every time you look in a 
store, you see gender-based 
toys, but do these toys have 
an impact on today’s society? 
Although major retailers are 
de-emphasizing gender la-
beling on toys, the toys inside 
the package are still very gen-
der-biased. These toys portray 
gender stereotypes, and are 
poor influences on younger 
kids.

	 A girl’s favorite color is 
pink, right? Actually, younger 
girls tend to prefer pink be-
cause they are exposed to it 
a lot more than other colors. 
A lot of  toys and clothes for 
young girls are pink, expos-
ing girls to pink the most out 
of  any other color. A research 
project asked adults their fa-
vorite color, and found that 
overall, most adults’ favorite 
color was blue, for both men 
and women, which proves 

that when little girls stop be-
ing constantly exposed to 
pink, they don’t tend to like it 
as much. 

The way that kids play 
affects how their brains de-
velop, and most toys directed 
to girls are pink. These toys 
are also less directed towards 
learning and building, and 
are usually focused towards 
dolls and beauty. Toys for girls 
usually don’t include building 
or learning. A study in 2015 
found that boys are more like-
ly to play with toys that devel-
op spatial intelligence, such as 
Legos. 

When Legos released a 
product, Lego Friends, a toy 
that is supposed to be more 
oriented to girls, the focus of  
the toy was more on playing 
with the characters like dolls, 
rather than the building per-
spective. In 2017 a study found 
that only about 25 percent of  
people in science, technolo-

gy, engineering, 
or math profes-
sions are wom-
en, although 
this number is 
starting to grow. 
This may be 
the reason why 
there aren’t very 
many women 
work in these 
professions. 

	 Barb ies 
are another pop-
ular toy for girls 
in our society, but the doll can 
cause many eating disorders 
such as anorexia and bulimia, 
due to it’s unrealistic body 
proportions. Many people 
strive to look like Barbie, but 
Barbie’s proportions can only 
be achieved by having an eat-
ing disorder. Children look up 
to Barbie as a role model, and 
can become obsessed with 
them, sometimes even going 
as far as to make themselves 

look like the popular doll.
	 One example of  this is 

the living barbie doll, Valeria 
Lukyanova, who started play-
ing with barbies at a young 
age, and became obsessed 
over them, going as far as to 
make herself  look like the doll. 
Valeria is an ukrainian model 
who has achieved a very close 
resemblance to to Barbie. She 
uses makeup and contacts for 
her transformation, and de-
nies having plastic surgery or 

altering herself, despite much 
controversy.

	 Despite the harm that 
gender-based toys do, compa-
nies still continue to bias their 
toys toward a certain gender. 
These toys continue have a big 
impact on today’s society and 
can be very harmful to young 
kids in many ways. These are 
only a few of  the ways that 
gender-based toys leave a neg-
ative impact on our world. 

photo by: Williams, Mary Elizabeth. “Dolls for Girls, Science and Legos for Boys: The Toy Aisle Is Still Sexist.” Salon, Salon.com, 3 May 2013,

 -to “someone you re-
spect.”

A blog written by Tesla’s 
team dated November 14 of  
the same year, published on 
Tesla’s website, defended the 
letter and tried to reassure 
customers that the company 
is against any form of  harass-
ment and takes complaints 
“very seriously.”

Furthermore, two blogs 
have been published on the 
company’s website defending 
Tesla against the allegations of  
an unsafe work environment 
for factory workers at Tesla. 
One of  these blogs, also writ-
ten by Tesla’s team, says that 
the allegations are “a mislead-
ing narrative based on anec-
dotes, not facts,” while the 
other one, written by Tesla’s 
VP of  Environmental, Health, 
and Safety, Laurie Shelby, 
takes a more passive approach.

She argues that factory 
safety at Tesla, measured by 
the Total Recordable Incident 
Rate (TRIR), is on par with 
the industry average, and that 
the electric car company is 
constantly working on improv-
ing the safety of  its employees. 

Shelby also adds in the 
blog that the company’s new-
est release, the Model 3, was 
designed with ergonomics in 
mind, meaning that they made 
the car as easy for workers to 
produce as possible.

The TRIR number Laurie 
Shelby references is from the 
2017 data. However, in years 
prior, safety has been worse, 
notably in 2016, when the in-
cident rate at Tesla’s Fremont 
factory was 31% higher than 
the industry average.

Tesla is already a busy 
company in terms of  business, 
but with 33,000 employees 
and growing, more and more 
personal and public issues are 
at the center of  attention for 
the company as well. 

How long Tesla will stay 
at the top of  the electric car 
industry is unknown, but this 
amount of  time is lengthening 
because of  how well the com-
pany manages to stay on top 
of  everything from fighting 
allegations to making ground-
breaking new vehicles.

Making cars and waging wars: Tesla’s recent 
affairs cont.
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Do you support gender-based toys?

 Best responses
- No, because I’m a girl and I can play minecraft and a lot of  other stuff and you 
can’t tell me what to do i’m an independent woman fite me
- No, there are two genders, but anyone can have any toy they want.
- No, its sexist. girls and boys can play whatever they want, and no one should be 
able to chose for them.
- No, because I play Overwatch with a girl.
- Yes because different Genders need different toys to help expand their personal 
and gender horizons. Girls generally like dolls more and this helps expand their 
horizons. Boys generally like action figures. If  the opposite gender played with the 
other genders toys they would change radically. Not necessarily bad or good.



March for Our Lives: The Revolution Against 
School Shooters

Kiana Z. 

On any other Sat-
urday, teenagers would be 
spending time with their 
family, friends, or simply just 
enjoying a day off of school. 
But on March 24, these teens 
who only ask for their safety 
while they learn, are taking a 
stand against the government 
to make sure that this tragic 
chain of school shootings nev-
er happens again. 

Organized by the survivors 
of the tragic Parkland Shoot-
ing in Florida, a number of 
teenagers who have dealt 
with shootings organized 
events throughout the world 
to end gun violence and make 
the lives of students a priority. 

While the main protest is set 
to happen in Washington DC 
in front of the White House, 
there are 819 others in major 
cities like Los Angeles, De-
troit, Boston, New York, and  
one in San Jose that anyone 
who would like to participate 

can go to. Apart from the US, 
there are also events happen-
ing in places like Canada, 
South America, Europe, and 
Asia.

Aside from thousands of 
kids participating in the #nev-
eragain movement, celebrities 
are also donating, getting the 
word out, and some are even 
walking in the protests. 

George and Amal Cloo-
ney, Steven Spielberg, Oprah 
Winfrey, Kate Capshaw, and 
Jeffrey Katzenberg will all be 
donating $500,000 each to 
the movement. 

Kim Kardashian, Justin 
Bieber, Bette Midler, Debra 
Messing, and countless oth-
ers have gotten the word out, 
while Ariana Grande, Jenni-
fer Hudson, Miley Cyrus, and 
Demi Lovato will be walking 
in the movements.

The night before the March 
for our Lives, a concert called 
Stay Amped will take place, 
with its main purpose to am-
plify stories of gun violence-

school shootings. Singers like 
Bebe Rexha, Fall Out Boy, 
Lizzo, and G-Eazy will be 
performing for this concert, 
and it will take place in Wash-
ington DC.

Even though this is an 
event to reach out to the gov-
ernment and protest for kids’ 
safety, the President will not 
attend, or even be in the vi-
cinity of the protests, as he 
will be residing in his Mar-A-
Lago House in Florida. Even 
though Trump has stayed 
silent on the March for our 
Lives, following the Parkland 
shooting, he suggested arm-
ing teachers and abolishing 
bump stocks. 

Revolutions are happening, 
and things are changing. Kids 
are starting to stand up for 
what they believe in, taking 
control of their future. 

But will the government lis-
ten to hundreds of thousands 
of kids, or will they ignore it 
for things they believe are 
more important? 

DIVERSITY: Two teens showing diversity.

Injustice towards LGBTQ+ 
folk has decreased here in Sili-
con Valley, California, but what 
about everywhere else? Does the 
amount of acceptance in a loca-
tion affect the lifestyle of those at-
tracted to the same sex?

How we’ve evolved throughout 
the past ten years has really im-
pacted the community. In 2018, 
it is significantly less likely to see 
anti-gay discrimination and ral-
lies. But places around the world 
still hold these rallies year after 
year.  

According to nbcnews.com, a 
Mississippi law which “[allowed] 
county clerks to avoid issuing 
marriage licenses to gay couples 
and protects businesses from law-
suits if they refuse to serve LGBT 
customers,” was enacted and re-
moved in 2016, but the remnant 
of the damage still stands in place.

According to a map created by 
the Human Rights Campaign, 
Minnesota was the first state in 
the USA to create a law which 
“addresses hate or bias crimes 
based on sexual orientation and 
gender identity,” This law was 

passed in 1993, along with a 
smaller Washington State law 
which “addresses hate or biased 
laws based on sexual orientation 
only.” After seven years, other 
states slowly started following in 
their footsteps to equality.

As of April 1, 2018, Costa Rica 
chose a new president, Carlos Al-
varado Quesada, who won the 
election by running his campaign 
on gay rights. This is a big step, 
but it proves there are still plac-
es around the world that haven’t 
learned to accept these new ideas 
yet.	

To this day, not all states have 
established recognition to the 
hate crimes directed towards the 
LGBTQ+ community. D.C. and 
an additional 14 states including 
California, Nevada, and more 
have strong policies on LGBTQ+ 
hate and assaults directly targeted 
on a person’s sexual orientation 
or gender identity. 

“I don’t know who is in [the 
community] at this school but 
I occasionally hear bad things 
about it and that is sad. [But] as 
a whole, I think this school has 
kids who look out for each other, 
and that is nice,” says Ms. Sama-
dani. In addition, she thinks that 

although bad things are heard 
about LGBTQ+ folk occasional-
ly, it is likely that at such a young 
age, they may not understand the 
details of how the community are 
treated in today’s society.

Interestingly, many states ap-
prove of sexual orientation com-
pared to gender identity. 20 U.S. 
states have negative views on how 
one identifies on the gender spec-
trum. This topic can be confusing 
and uncomfortable for people but 
should definitely be respected in 
our free country.

One of the reasons why peo-
ple disapprove of the LGBTQ+ 
community is because it might be 
complicated. There is an endless 
list of identifications.

LGBTQ+ sexualities include 
homosexual, bisexual, pansexual, 
asexual, skoliosexual, polysexual, 
and more. 

However, the gender spec-
trum may confuse people more. 
You can really identify as any-
thing you want without limits, 
and many citizens of the USA do 
not believe this is an okay way to 
change yourself.

The gender spectrum in-
cludes male, female, third gen-
der, non-binary genders, gender 

non-conforming, bi-gender, gen-
der neutral, and more.

There are also many ways to 
express your gender. A very popu-
lar way is to label yourself as “gen-
der-creative” which isn’t a specific 
gender, but you can make it into a 
mix of genders or something new.

Many parents may not accept 
a child coming out as LGBTQ+. 
Some might even send them to 
so-called “gay conversion thera-
py.” 

Sam Brinton is one of the for-
mer victims of “gay conversion 
therapy.” “The therapist ordered 
me bound to a table to have ice, 
heat and electricity applied to my 

body. I was forced to watch clips 
on a television of gay men holding 
hands, hugging and having sex. I 
was supposed to associate those 
images with the pain I was feel-
ing to once and for all turn into 
a straight boy,”  This therapy is a 
hoax. (Quote and info from NY 
Times).

Even our country’s leaders are 
encouraging minors and adults to 
enroll in these sessions and dan-
gerously “convert” themselves.

As our society takes further 
steps forward towards human 
equality, we evolve as a diverse 
population. Who knows? Maybe 
we’ll have full equality some day.

Equality for All or Equality for Some?
Langston J. & Souf R.

Electoral College cont.
the presidential race was just 
determined by the popular vote, 
then smaller and less populous 
states’ citizens will not really 
have an impact on the election 
while larger and more populous 
states will have a huge impact on 
the election.
  Still, this system can actually 
grant those less populous states’ 
residents more power than the 
more populous states. For ex-
ample, a voter in Wyoming has 
more than 3.6 times more pow-
er than a voter in New York. 
The three electors in Wyoming 
represent, on average, about 
143,000 voters each, while the 
thirty-one electors in New York 
represent, on average, about 
519,000 voters each. So, vot-
ers in less populous states have 
more power than voters in more 
populous states. 
   Several people disagree with 
this system of electing the com-
mander-in-chief of our nation. 
“We’re built on how everyone 
has a voice, everyone’s voice 
should be heard. So, for exam-
ple, people host campaigns in 

swing states like Ohio or Penn-
sylvania, but they should focus 
on large places of population 
that aren’t yet for then and 
should be for them. They should 
focus not on swing states, but on 
the people,” said Sina S. when 
asked about this issue, touching 
back upon the previous issue.
   “...When they created the elec-
toral college not many people 
had access to the information 
they needed to decide which 
candidate was best, so they need 
to come up with a more modern 
system to elect presidents,” said 
Saarang B. on the topic.
    On the other hand, a few peo-
ple do agree with this system. 
An anonymous person com-
mented on how it was created 
for a very reasonable cause and 
gave all people equal power, so 
“it is really well-made for that 
purpose and so...it’s good.”
   Should we change the way 
that we elect presidents of this 
country? The debate continues 
for whether or not the electoral 
college voting system is the right 
way to elect presidents.
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Why is playing a musical instrument important?
Have you ever wanted to 

play a musical instrument? 
Well, then you should know 
that playing an instrument is 
extremely beneficial in many 
ways. It enhances your coor-
dination, improves your team 
skills, and teaches you disci-
pline. 

Whether you play in or-
chestra, band, or in your free 
time, playing a musical instru-
ment is intensely rewarding.
There are many ways play-
ing an instrument is helpful. 
If  you want to get better at 

playing a musical instrument, 
you are required to practice 
often, and plan time to prac-
tice, which teaches you disci-
pline. When you’re playing an 
instrument, you tend to coop-
erate and work with people, 
which significantly improves 
your team skills. 

However, all the work that 
goes into playing a musical in-
strument is worth it. Playing a 
musical instrument is an en-
joyable activity that can affect 
you in a positive way. “When      
ou play an instrument, you ex-
ercise the creative and the sci-
entific parts of  the brain. Both 

parts are equally important, 
and need to be developed,” 
says Vincent Lewis, our mu-
sic teacher at Blach.“I try to 
teach my students good hab-
its, such as focus, attentive-
ness, and collaboration skills, 
because these habits will help 
them throughout their music 
experience.”

 Mr. Lewis began play-
ing piano when he was about 
three or four years old. His 
dad was a music teacher, and 
both of  his parents were music 
enthusiasts, who encouraged 
him to play an instrument. 

At some point, Mr. Lew-

is asked his dad if  he would 
teach him how to play the pi-
ano. “I think kids should start 
playing instruments as soon 
as they’re ready to listen. In 
order to learn an instrument, 
students have to be open and 
most importantly, good listen-
ers.”

Most students at Blach 
can argue that playing a mu-
sical instrument is important. 
Gareth C, a seventh grader 
that plays first chair clarinet in 
band started playing the clari-
net in fifth grade. “I think you 
should learn an instrument 
early, at about third grade, but 
you can really  play an instru-
ment at any age, as long as 
you try hard, even when you 
fail.” says Gareth.

“I wanted to join band 
because I heard great things 
about Mr. Lewis, and you get 
to go to Disneyland. I chose 
the clarinet because it didn’t 
lull me to sleep, and it sound-
ed cool.” explains Gareth. 
“You should play and instru-
ment because it improves 
your hand-eye coordination, 
it’s fun, and because it teach-
es you about music, which will 
help you [through] life.”

Carolyn S. is an eighth 
grade violinist that started 

playing the violin when she 
was six years old. “Learning 
an instrument has benefit-
ed me by improving my time 
management skills, my public 
performance skills, and im-
proving my study skills. I think 
that people should start play-
ing an instrument around first 
to third grade if  they want to 
play competitively, but if  you 
realize you enjoy playing an 
instrument later, you should 
start whenever you want.” 

“I have been playing the 
violin since I was six, and so 
when I was in seventh grade, 
I figured that since I spent so 
much time with music outside 
of  school, I should continue in 
school, by joining orchestra.” 
Carolyn explains. “I think that 
people should play an instru-
ment, because it is different 
from everything else you learn 
in school, because playing an 
instrument trains your brain 
logically. When you play an 
instrument, you join the mu-
sical community, and you are 
exposed to new ideas.”

As we can see, playing an 
instrument is extremely help-
ful in life, is a fun activity, and 
everyone should give it a try. 
Remember, it’s never too late 
to try something new.TUNING IN Seventh grade orchestra tuning their instruments during a Monday morning.

Naina S.

Blach’s Festival of  Gold Orchestra: Prepared and definitely 
scared

It is 10:02 on a Sunday 
morning, and students begin 
to wander into classroom H1.

The students take little no-
tice to the multiple shrimps 
drawn on the whiteboard 
and move on to  unpacking 
their instruments and setting 
up their stands. The room is 
lined in trophies, awards, in-
strument cases, and posters, 
decorating the spacious room.

This group of  orchestra 
students, the Festival of  Gold 
Orchestra, went to the Davies 
Symphony Hall for a competi-
tion. Now, they arrive to prac-
tice the band room to prepare 
for the upcoming competition 
in Anaheim. 

Mr. Lewis walks out from 

his cave to set up the harpsi-
chord while the students start 
their tuning. The students will 
have three tunings that usual-
ly take between eight to twelve 
minutes total.

After the tuning, Mr. Lewis 
dictates the speed of  the scales 
the students start to play for 
their warm up. The pitched 
tick of  the metronome plays 
consistently over the speaker 
system. The scales will con-
tinue for over half  the class, 
much to the student’s dismay.

When the students do fi-
nally start to play, Mr. Lewis 
starts to evaluate the sections 
that need to be revised:

“Oh my goodness no, no, 
no. That first part was sharp.”

“You’re not counting, you 
are praying. Your prayers have 
not been answered.”

“When you play your 
sixteenth, you can’t aban-
don listening!”

“None of  this mushy 
slur business”

“We don’t slur here! 
There is no slur marks 
here. Don’t do that- that’s 
awful.” 

“No, no, no I’m not 
hearing any difference.” 

“Play your ‘A’ like ap-
ple; play your ‘E’ like ele-
phant.” This came specif-
ically as a surprise to the 
reporter. They would’ve 
expected ‘A’ like shrimp. 

These quotes were tak-
en from a single session, 
in which this reporter was 
very amused. This style of  
teaching, however, is appreci-
ated by his students.

Upcoming events presents 

a new challenge for our be-
loved protagonists: The annu-
al Anaheim music festival. 

The students are extremely 
excited for Anaheim. When 
asked what they want to do 

upon arrival were a wide 
range of  answers. Student’s 
responses ranged from, “the 
concert” to “eating a giant 
turkey leg with friends,” as 
true, musical friends do.
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